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demurely fixed upon the ground of public.finance, A sober
figure, he was in complete conformity with the prevailing
background. It was an age of lofty principles; and
Mr. Gladstone's, whether of financial probity or of Church
government, were as high as could have been desired. Was
he not Sir Robert's favourite pupil and an honoured friend
of the Prince Consort ? For a short term of office he showed
his quality as Chancellor of the Exchequer, displaying fault-
less theory in admirable practice. But it was cut short by a
Peelite crotchet; and he withdrew once more to contemplate
the drift of parties from his lonely pillar in the political
Thebaid.

His contemplation ended in the most unlikely manner,
since he returned to earth at the invitation of Lord Palmer-
stori. Less than half a Tory now, he was uncomfortably
poised between two parties, each of which seemed almost
equally distasteful. It was impossible for a devoted Peelite
to re-enlist among the Tories. True, they had seen the error
of their fiscal ways and shed the shibboleth of Protection ;
but he could scarcely serve behind, or even beside, Disraeli,
who had been Peel's political assassin. Would it be easier
for him to join the Whigs and follow Palmerston ? It
hardly seemed so, as a judicious intimate of Gladstone's
recorded that " personal dislike and distrust of Palmerston
is the one absorbing feeling with him," and he confessed
himself " that on the whole perhaps I differ more from Lord
Palmerston than from almost anyone, and this was more on
account of his temper and views of public conduct, than of
any political opinions." This was unpromising; and Glad-
stone, balancing between his strong distastes, seemed
doomed to sit for ever on his pillar, an anchorite of politics.
But something altered his perspective. The chance accep-
tance of a temporary mission sent him to Greece ; and when<
he returned, a close observer noted that " foreign politics
seemed to have the chief place in his mind/' Foreign
politics in 1859 might well assist him to make a choice
between the parties. They werfc the test question, since